
August 15, 2021 



Welcome to worship with St. John’s of Spinnerstown! 

Thank you for joining us today either in Church or online!  

Our service this morning will be filled with scripture, proclamation, praise, and 

prayer. Everything you need is available in your bulletin.  

If you have any prayer concerns to add to the list please contact the Church 

Office. 
 

  

 

The Staff of St. John’s 

The People of St. John’s             Ministers 

Rev. Axel T. Kaegler             Pastor 

(kaegax01@gmail.com or phone – 201.739.7702) 

Carol Dzurenda               Organist 

Darcy McConahy               Choir Director 

Becky Hinderliter           Christian Education Director 

Joseph Brooke & Laurie Stoneback               Sextons 

Jen Bara                Secretary 

Office Hours:  Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

Office Phone:  215.536.0734     Office Email:  stjohnsspinnerstown@gmail.com 

 

 
 
 
 

Keep up with St. John’s news 
Now you don’t have to wait a month between editions of the Spire to see what’s 
new at St. John’s. For those who use social media, we can be found on Facebook 

(St. John's Lutheran Church, Spinnerstown, PA), Instagram (stjohnsspinnerstown) 
and Twitter (stjohnsspinnerstown). Anyone online can visit our website, 

www.stjohnsofspinnerstown.org. Feel free to share with your “friends” and 
“followers” any items you find on these sites. 

mailto:stjohnsspinnerstown@gmail.com
http://www.stjohnsofspinnerstown.org/


St. John’s Lutheran Church 
Spinnerstown, PA 

Mary, Mother of Our Lord 
August 15, 2021 

 

Announcements 
 

Prelude:  “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came”           arr. S. Wellman 
      

+ Order for Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 

the God of manna, 

the God of miracles, 

the God of mercy. 

C: Amen. 

P: Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: God, our provider, 

C: help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. 

We question your ways when they differ from the ways of the world in 

which we live. 

We turn to our own understanding rather than trusting in you. 

We take offense at your teachings and your ways. 

Turn us again to you. 

Where else can we turn? 

Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. 

Amen. 

P: Beloved people of God: 

in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. 

By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. 

Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: 

you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 

C: Amen. 



 

+ The Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you.   

      
+ Prayer of the Day         

Ever-loving God, your Son gives himself as living bread for the life of the 

world. Fill us with such a knowledge of his presence that we may be 

strengthened and sustained by his risen life to serve you continually, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

First Reading: A reading from Proverbs 9:1-6. 

Wisdom is portrayed as a woman who invites people to partake of her banquet. 

Just as ordinary food is necessary for physical life, Wisdom’s food—insight 

and understanding—is necessary for fullness of life with God. Partaking of 

Wisdom’s banquet is the way to life. 

 
1
Wisdom has built her house, 

  she has hewn her seven pillars. 

 
2
She has slaughtered her animals, she has mixed her wine, 

  she has also set her table. 

 
3
She has sent out her servant-girls, she calls 

  from the highest places in the town, 

 
4
“You that are simple, turn in here!” 

  To those without sense she says, 

 
5
“Come, eat of my bread 

  and drink of the wine I have mixed. 

 
6
Lay aside immaturity, and live, 

  and walk in the way of insight.” 

L:  Word of God, word of life. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 



 

Psalm 34:9-14 

  
9
Fear the LORD, you saints of the LORD, 

  for those who fear the LORD lack nothing. 

 
10

The lions are in want and suffer hunger, 

  but those who seek the LORD lack nothing that is good.  
 

11
Come, children, and listen to me; 

  I will teach you reverence for the LORD. 

 
12

Who among you takes pleasure in life 

  and desires long life to enjoy prosperity? 

 
13

Keep your tongue from evil 

  and your lips from lying words. 

 
14

Turn from evil and do good; 

  seek peace and pursue it. 

 

Second Reading: A reading from Ephesians 5:15-20. 

True wisdom integrates our new reality in Christ with our Christian fellowship 

and daily conduct. Because we are filled with the Spirit, Christians regularly 

rejoice together, give thanks to God for one another, and care for one another. 

In this way we revere our Lord Jesus Christ. 
15

Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, 
16

making 

the most of the time, because the days are evil. 
17

So do not be foolish, but 

understand what the will of the Lord is. 
18

Do not get drunk with wine, for 

that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, 
19

as you sing psalms and 

hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, singing and making melody to 

the Lord in your hearts, 
20

giving thanks to God the Father at all times and for 

everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

L:  Word of God, word of life. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 



 

+ Gospel Acclamation: “Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones”             #424 

Verses 1 and 2 
 Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-725139 

 

 

 

 

 



 

+ Holy Gospel:  The holy gospel according to John 6:51-58. 

C:  Glory to you, O Lord! 

In John’s gospel, the feeding of the five thousand leads to extended teaching in 

which Jesus identifies himself as the true “bread of life.” Finally, in these 

verses, he makes a connection that would not be understood until after his 

death, in light of the church’s celebration of holy communion. 

[Jesus said,] 
51

“I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever 

eats of this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give for the life 

of the world is my flesh.” 

  
52

The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man 

give us his flesh to eat?” 
53

So Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, 

unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no 

life in you. 
54

Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, 

and I will raise them up on the last day; 
55

for my flesh is true food and my 

blood is true drink. 
56

Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in 

me, and I in them. 
57

Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of 

the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. 
58

This is the bread 

that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and 

they died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever.” 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ! 



 

Sermon 
 

Hymn of the Day: “Signs and Wonders”                          #672 

 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-725139 

 
 

 

 

 



+ Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the  

Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of 

the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For 

our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 

was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 

the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 

dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 

worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  

Amen. 

 
+ Prayers of Intercession  

Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the 

church, the world, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

God of wisdom, enlighten your church. Guide theologians, biblical scholars, 

authors, and seminary professors as they seek greater knowledge and invite 

others into deeper understanding. Teach us to ask faithful questions and open 

our minds to new ideas. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 



God of creation, mend the earth. Cool warming oceans and preserve melting 

ice caps. Increase our awareness of changing climate patterns and reveal new 

approaches to the ecological challenges we face. Shield those in the path of 

hurricanes or tropical storms (especially). God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of all nations, direct our leaders. Grant them courage to lay aside political 

grudges and renew their determination to address difficult conflicts. Guide 

them in the work of reconciliation. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of compassion, tend to the wounded. Rescue those tormented by mental 

illness or mired in addiction. Ease the anxiety of those struggling with 

dementia. Come quickly to help all who are grieving and all those who suffer 

(especially). God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of beauty, inspire artists. Bless those whose visual and musical gifts 

enliven this assembly. Bless the creative work of poets, hymnwriters, 

composers, painters, sculptors, and others that enrich our worship and daily 

life. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

*O God our Healer, show your compassion for the whole human family that is 

in turmoil and burdened with illness and with fear. Come to our aid as the 

coronavirus spreads globally, heal those who are sick, support and protect their 

families and friends from being infected. Hear our cry, O God,  

listen to our prayer.  

*Grant us your spirit of love and self-discipline so that we may come together, 

working to control and eliminate the coronavirus. Heal our self-centeredness 

and indifference that makes us worry only when the virus threatens us, open 

ways beyond timidity and fear that too easily ignore our neighbor. Hear our 

cry, O God,  

listen to our prayer. 

 



*Strengthen and encourage those in public health services and in the medical 

profession: care-givers, nurses, attendants, doctors, all who commit themselves 

to caring for the sick and their families. Sustain all workers and business 

owners who suffer loss of livelihood due to shut-downs, quarantines, closed 

borders, and other restrictions… protect and guard all those who must travel. 

Guide the leaders of the nations that they speak the truth, halt the spread of 

misinformation and act with justice so that all your family may know healing. 

Hear our cry, O God,  

listen to our prayer. 

*Heal our world, heal our bodies, strengthen our hearts and our minds, and in 

the midst of turmoil, give us hope and peace. Hold in your gentle embrace all 

who have died and who will die this day. Comfort their loved ones in their 

despair. Hear our cry, O God,  

listen to our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God of resurrection, bring us to new life. Give us the living bread from heaven 

through which we abide in your love, and on the last day raise us with (Mary, 

mother of Jesus, name/s, and) all the saints to eternal life. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

We give you thanks for the Church's Bishops - Bishop Eaton and Bishop 

Davenport, for the Church's pastors and deacons, and all called by you and 

your people to lead and guide our congregations. Keep them strong and faithful 

in the power and grace of your abiding word. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of 

your saving love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



+ The Great Thanksgiving  

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

P:  Lift up your hearts. 

C:  We lift them to the Lord. 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

+ Holy, holy, holy (spoken) 

C:  Holy, holy, holy, Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

+ Words of Institution  

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: 

Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. 

You have filled all creation with light and life; 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: 

the promise to Israel, 

the rescue from Egypt, 

the gift of the promised land, 

the words of the prophets; 

and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, 

who proclaimed the good news in word and deed 

and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 



 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup 

we remember the life our Lord offered for us. 

And, believing the witness of his resurrection, 

we await his coming in power 

to share with us the great and promised feast. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, 

that we who share in Christ’s body and blood 

may live to the praise of your glory 

and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

Join our prayers with those of your servants 

of every time and every place, 

and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest 

until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 

Through him, with him, in him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 



 

+ The Lord’s Prayer               

Our Father,  

who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,   

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

Lamb of God  

C: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

 Grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 

Distribution of Holy Communion 
 

Post-communion Blessing 

 

Post-Communion Hymn:  “Canticle of the Turning”         #723 

     Verses 1 - 3 



      



Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-725139 

 

Post-communion Prayer 
 

+ Benediction 
 

+ Sharing of the Peace 
 

+ Dismissal 
 

Postlude:  “He’s Got the Whole World”            arr. J. Edison 

 
 
 
 
 
 
*Pandemic prayers provided by the Lutheran World Federation. 



Worship Assistant Schedule 

August Usher Captain – Colton Landes 

Lectors 

August 15 – Jerry Bassett 

August 22 – Maureen Potsko 

August 29 – Kit Collins 

Ushers 

August 15 – Donna Angstadt & Stephen Spry 

August 22 – Steve & Maureen Potsko 

August 29 – Joe & Noel Brooke 

Communion Assistants 

August 15 – Ushers will assist 

Altar Guild 

August – Connie Schwartz  & Linda Vey 

 

NEW VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
Over the last year, due to the pandemic, the number of volunteers willing 
to act as worship assistants has understandably dwindled.  

As guidelines have changed again and people are getting vaccinations, I'm 
hoping that more of you will be comfortable coming back to worship.  

We need volunteers for the fall (starting on Rally Day, September 12) for 
lectors, ushers, greeters, and acolytes. At this time, we are planning for 
worship to be held in the sanctuary.  Please let me know if you are able to 
volunteer in any of these positions. I am creating a new worship assistant 
list, so even if you have volunteered before, please let me know you are still 
able to help.  If you haven't volunteered before, we'd love to have some 
more help!  

Thank you! 

 



 

 

We Remember in Our Prayers 

Fern Strunk, Family & Friends of Leah Kubus (Mike Kubus’ daughter), 

Kathleen Lausch (Ron Lausch’s mother), Ed Brubaker (friend of Mildred 

Westgate), Betty Konjusky (Peggy Hudock’s mother), Thomas Wickham 

(relative of Mildred Westgate), Rev. Dr. Richard Stewart, Pastor John 

Berntsen, Pauline Gerhart (Donna Angstadt’s sister-in-law), Viola Giebel 

(Peggy Hudock’s daughter-in-law’s mother), Debbie & Larry Lasher (Darcy 

McConahy’s sister & brother-in-law), Renee Georgiadis, Michael Bowers, 

Dorothy Brinkman, and Joe Otto (Marsha Hartley’s brother) 

 

Prayers, Please 

Our Prayer List – Each week there appears in this bulletin, a list of people for 

whom congregation members are asked to pray. The names are read during the 

“Prayers of Intercession.” The names are listed for four weeks and then 

removed, but they can be re-added every four weeks for as long as necessary. 

To add a name to the prayer list - or to renew a listing - please contact Church 

Secretary Jen Bara at 215-536-0734, Monday, Wednesday or Thursday, 9 a.m. 

to 1 p.m. or send her an e-mail at stjohnsspinnerstown@gmail.com. To assure a 

name will be included in the next bulletin, please contact her by 10 a.m. 

Thursday. 
 

 St. John’s Prayer Circle is ready and waiting for your requests. If you know 

someone in need of prayer – or if you would like to join the circle and expand 

our collective voice – please call Joan Seiger at 215-257-7478 or Loretta 

Thorsen at 215-679-2356. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:stjohnsspinnerstown@gmail.com
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Welcome in the Name of Jesus!   

We pray that you will be blessed by your time here today,  

and that God will fill you with grace and love every day.   

 

The bulletins are sponsored this week by {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ. 
 

Please welcome Andrew McCartney as our song leader this week! 
Thank you, Andrew! 

 
Church Council will meet on Sunday, August 15 at 4:00 p.m. via Zoom 

 

Blessing of the Animals - Bring your good dogs, cool cats, 

stubborn donkeys, and all creatures great and small with 

you to worship on Sunday, August 29
th
 for a blessing of the 

animals outside in our grove. Rain date September 5
th
. 

 

Summer Worship Music - If you have a vocal talent or play an instrument and 

would like to share it at one of our final summer services, please contact Carol 

Dzurenda. Thank you! 

 

The Worship and Music Committee is seeking volunteers to assist with setting 

up and tearing down the audio equipment for the last several outdoor worship 

services. Set-up begins at approximately 8:30 a.m. More help is needed for 

setting up. Please contact Carol Dzurenda, Darcy McConahy or Pastor Kaegler 

if you can assist. Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Altar Flower Sponsorships 
Beginning on Rally Day, September 12, we will resume Altar 

Flower Sponsorships! Plan ahead and sign up now to sponsor 
flowers in honor or in memory of a loved one!  Altar Flowers 
are only $17.50 for one or $35 for both. Contact the office or 

sign up on the bulletin board by the kitchen. 



Spire Sponsors still needed for 2021!  It is $30/month for one person/family, 

or you can split the sponsorship with another for $15 each. Contact the office if 

you would like to sponsor! 215-536-0734 or stjohnsspinnerstown@gmail.com. 

 

Bulletin Sponsors are needed for 2021 – There are MANY openings – please 

consider sponsoring! It is $20 to help cover the expense of mailing the bulletin 

to our members who do not have email.  Please contact the office at 215-536-

0734 or stjohnsspinnerstown@gmail.com or to sponsor! Thank you in advance! 

 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Worship 
Worship will be in our beautiful Grove for the summer. 

In case of inclement weather, services will move to the Multi-purpose room. 
A live-streamed and/or recorded worship service will be available from home. 

When coming to our outdoor service, please follow these guidelines: 

¶ There is a basket for offering on the table at the back of the grove.   

¶ Bulletins are available, but consider downloading the bulletin on a 
personal device or printing it from home.  

¶ Pack your lawn chairs, picnic blankets, umbrellas, sunscreen, 

masks, etc.  

¶ Please practice social distancing.  

¶ The use of masks is optional for those who are fully vaccinated . 

¶ Speakers are being set up in the parking lot to make worship 

easier for folks who choose to stay in their cars.  
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