October 17, 2021

Welcome to worship with St. John’s of Spinnerstown!
Thank you for joining us today either in Church or online!

Our service this morning will be filled with scripture, proclamation, praise, and
prayer. Everything you need is available in your bulletin.
If you have any prayer concerns to add to the list please contact the Church
Office.

The Staff of St. John’s
The People of St. John’s
Ministers
Rev. Axel T. Kaegler
Pastor
(kaegax01@gmail.com or phone – 201.739.7702)
Carol Dzurenda
Organist
Darcy McConahy
Choir Director
Becky Hinderliter
Christian Education Director
Joseph Brooke & Laurie Stoneback
Sextons
Jen Bara
Secretary
Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Office Phone: 215.536.0734 Office Email: stjohnsspinnerstown@gmail.com

Keep up with St. John’s news
Now you don’t have to wait a month between editions of the Spire to see what’s
new at St. John’s. For those who use social media, we can be found on Facebook
(St. John's Lutheran Church, Spinnerstown, PA), Instagram (stjohnsspinnerstown)
and Twitter (stjohnsspinnerstown). Anyone online can visit our website,
www.stjohnsofspinnerstown.org. Feel free to share with your “friends” and
“followers” any items you find on these sites.
We now have our own YouTube Channel as well!
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHmqukdhB-ukT7eFsDokBbw/featured

St. John’s Lutheran Church
Spinnerstown, PA
st
21 Sunday after Pentecost
October 17, 2021
Announcements
Prelude: “Pastorale”

C. Burney

+ Order for Confession and Forgiveness
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose teaching is life,
whose presence is sure,
and whose love is endless.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P: God our comforter:
C: like lost sheep, we have gone astray.
We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity.
We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression.
We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed.
Free us from our sin, gracious God.
Listen when we call out to you for help.
Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves.
Amen.
P: All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous.
Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins.
C: Amen.
+ Opening Hymn: “At the Name of Jesus”

Verses 1 & 2
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+ The Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
+ Prayer of the Day
Sovereign God, you turn your greatness into goodness for all the peoples on
earth. Shape us into willing servants of your kingdom, and make us desire
always and only your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
First Reading: reading from Isaiah 53:4-12.
This reading is from the last of four passages in Isaiah that are often called
“servant songs.” Christians are probably most familiar with this servant song.
In light of Christian faith, the servant’s healing ministry and redemptive
suffering are understood to be fulfilled in the life and death of Christ.
4

Surely he has borne our infirmities
and carried our diseases;
yet we accounted him stricken,
struck down by God, and afflicted.
5
But he was wounded for our transgressions,
crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the punishment that made us whole,
and by his bruises we are healed.
6
All we like sheep have gone astray;
we have all turned to our own way,
and the LORD has laid on him
the iniquity of us all.
7
He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,
yet he did not open his mouth;
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,
and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,
so he did not open his mouth.
8
By a perversion of justice he was taken away.

Who could have imagined his future?
For he was cut off from the land of the living,
stricken for the transgression of my people.
9
They made his grave with the wicked
and his tomb with the rich,
although he had done no violence,
and there was no deceit in his mouth.
10
Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him with pain.
When you make his life an offering for sin,
he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days;
through him the will of the LORD shall prosper.
11
Out of his anguish he shall see light;
he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge.
The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous,
and he shall bear their iniquities.
12
Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great,
and he shall divide the spoil with the strong;
because he poured out himself to death,
and was numbered with the transgressors;
yet he bore the sin of many,
and made intercession for the transgressors.
L: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
Psalm 91:9-16
9
Because you have made the LORD your refuge,
and the Most High your habitation,
10
no evil will befall you,
nor shall affliction come near your dwelling.
11
For God will give the angels charge over you,
to guard you in all your ways.
12
Upon their hands they will bear you up,
lest you strike your foot against a stone.
13
You will tread upon the lion cub and viper;

you will trample down the lion and the serpent.
I will deliver those who cling to me;
I will uphold them, because they know my name.
15
They will call me, and I will answer them;
I will be with them in trouble; I will rescue and honor them.
16
With long life will I satisfy them,
and show them my salvation.
14

Second Reading: A reading from Hebrews 5:1-10.
Using imagery from scripture and from Jewish worship practices, Jesus is
presented as the great high priest who was obedient to God’s saving plan.
Through his suffering and death he has become the source of eternal salvation.
1

Every high priest chosen from among mortals is put in charge of things
pertaining to God on their behalf, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2He is
able to deal gently with the ignorant and wayward, since he himself is
subject to weakness; 3and because of this he must offer sacrifice for his own
sins as well as for those of the people. 4And one does not presume to take
this honor, but takes it only when called by God, just as Aaron was.
5
So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was
appointed by the one who said to him,
“You are my Son,
today I have begotten you”;
6
as he says also in another place,
“You are a priest forever,
according to the order of Melchizedek.”
7
In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with
loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he
was heard because of his reverent submission. 8Although he was a Son, he
learned obedience through what he suffered; 9and having been made perfect,
he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, 10having
been designated by God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek.
L: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

+ Holy Gospel: The holy gospel according to Mark 10:35-45.
C: Glory to you, O Lord!
On the way to Jerusalem the disciples ask Jesus to grant them seats of honor.
Jesus responds by announcing that he and his followers will “rule” through
self-giving service.
35

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him,
“Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” 36And he said
to them, “What is it you want me to do for you?” 37And they said to him,
“Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your
glory.” 38But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are
you able to drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism that I
am baptized with?” 39They replied, “We are able.” Then Jesus said to them,
“The cup that I drink you will drink; and with the baptism with which I am
baptized, you will be baptized; 40but to sit at my right hand or at my left is
not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.”
41
When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and
John. 42So Jesus called them and said to them, “You know that among the
Gentiles those whom they recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and
their great ones are tyrants over them. 43But it is not so among you; but
whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant, 44and
whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. 45For the Son of
Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for
many.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ!
Sermon
Hymn of the Day: “O Christ, What Can It Mean for Us” Verses 1& 4
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+ The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God,
the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.
+ Prayers of Intercession
Set free from sin and death and nourished by the word of truth, we join in
prayer for all of God’s creation.
A brief silence.
Holy One, for the gift of the church handed down through the ages and for all
who carry on the servant ministry of Jesus, we praise you. Send your Holy
Spirit upon all who are discerning calls to ministry in its many forms and equip
them with your gifts. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Creating One, for the lush and abundant habitat you provide for all your
creatures, we praise you. Provide healing for the earth so that waterfowl,
reptiles, wild horses, dolphins, and all living things flourish as you intend. Hear
us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Suffering One, for all who work toward peace and who lead nations with a
servant’s heart, we praise you. Bring justice for all who suffer violence,
persecution, discrimination, hunger, poverty, and homelessness, and create

places of refuge for all people. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Merciful One, for all who do the work of healing in mind, body, and spirit, we
praise you. Surround and comfort all who struggle with depression, anxiety,
cancer, diabetes, dementia, or any illness (especially), that all may be healed.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Sustaining One, for all who volunteer for the vitality of this congregation, we
praise you. Strengthen and encourage greeters, ushers, office volunteers,
bakers, counters, committee and group leaders, teachers, students, evangelists,
singers, builders, nurturers, and all who serve with generous hearts. Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.
*O God our Healer, show your compassion for the whole human family that is
in turmoil and burdened with illness and with fear. Come to our aid as the
coronavirus spreads globally, heal those who are sick, support and protect their
families and friends from being infected. Hear our cry, O God,
listen to our prayer.
*Grant us your spirit of love and self-discipline so that we may come together,
working to control and eliminate the coronavirus. Heal our self-centeredness
and indifference that makes us worry only when the virus threatens us, open
ways beyond timidity and fear that too easily ignore our neighbor. Hear our
cry, O God,
listen to our prayer.
*Strengthen and encourage those in public health services and in the medical
profession: care-givers, nurses, attendants, doctors, all who commit themselves
to caring for the sick and their families. Sustain all workers and business
owners who suffer loss of livelihood due to shut-downs, quarantines, closed
borders, and other restrictions… protect and guard all those who must travel.
Guide the leaders of the nations that they speak the truth, halt the spread of
misinformation and act with justice so that all your family may know healing.
Hear our cry, O God,
listen to our prayer.

*Heal our world, heal our bodies, strengthen our hearts and our minds, and in
the midst of turmoil, give us hope and peace. Hold in your gentle embrace all
who have died and who will die this day. Comfort their loved ones in their
despair. Hear our cry, O God,
listen to our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Risen One, we thank you for those who have shaped your church and shared
your gospel. Through the witness of your saints (especially Ignatius, Bishop of
Antioch), continue to inspire us with hope until we all are gathered at your
eternal feast. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We give you thanks for the Church's Bishops - Bishop Eaton and Bishop
Davenport, for the Church's pastors and deacons, and all called by you and
your people to lead and guide our congregations. Keep them strong and faithful
in the power and grace of your abiding word. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Confident that you hear us, O God, we boldly place our prayers into your
hands; through Jesus Christ, our truth and life.
Amen.
*Pandemic prayers provided by the Lutheran World Federation.

+ Sharing of the Peace
Offering
Special Music: “I Found the Answer”
Noel Brooke, Richard Krauss, Darcy McConahy
+ The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father,
who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

J. Lange

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
+ Benediction
+ Closing Hymn: “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve” Verses 1& 3
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+ Dismissal
Postlude: “Foundation March”

S. Clark

Sponsors for October 17, 2021
The bulletins are sponsored by St. John’s Lutheran Church.

Worship Assistants for October 17, 2021
Usher Captain – Stephen Spry
Greeters
Ushers
Lector
Altar Guild

George & Peggy Hudock
Steve & Maureen Potsko
Peggy Hudock
Janet Bassett & Karen Landes

Worship Assistants for October 24, 2021
Usher Captain – Stephen Spry
Greeters
Ushers
Lector
Communion Assistants
Altar Guild

Bill & Mary Slotter
Brad & Becky Hinderliter
Brad Hinderliter
Joe Brooke & Maureen Potsko
Janet Bassett & Karen Landes

Autumn 2021 Sponsorships are available!
Bulletin Sponsors – The cost is $20 to help cover the expense of mailing the
bulletin to our members who do not have email and cannot come to
worship.
Spire Sponsors –$30/month for one person/family, or you can split the
sponsorship with another for $15 each.
Altar Flower Sponsorships are $17.50 for one bouquet or $35 for both.
Sign up on the board by the kitchen or contact the office at
stjohnsspinnerstown@gmail.com or 215-536-0734.

We Remember in Our Prayers
Don Spry (Stephen Spry’s father), Brian Barndt (son of Ruth Ann & Guy
Barndt), Family & Friends of John Berninger (Alida Spry’s stepfather), Ele
Hanshew, Kathleen Lausch (Ron Lausch’s mother), Betty Konjusky (Peggy
Hudock’s mother), Thomas Wickham (relative of Mildred Westgate), Rev. Dr.
Richard Stewart, Viola Giebel (Peggy Hudock’s daughter-in-law’s mother),
Debbie & Larry Lasher (Darcy McConahy’s sister & brother-in-law), Renee
Georgiadis, Michael Bowers, Dorothy Brinkman, and Joe Otto (Marsha
Hartley’s brother)

Prayers, Please
Our Prayer List – Each week there appears in this bulletin, a list of people for
whom congregation members are asked to pray. The names are read during the
“Prayers of Intercession.” The names are listed for four weeks and then
removed, but they can be re-added every four weeks for as long as necessary.
To add a name to the prayer list - or to renew a listing - please contact Church
Secretary Jen Bara at 215-536-0734, Monday, Wednesday or Thursday, 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m. or send her an e-mail at stjohnsspinnerstown@gmail.com. To assure a
name will be included in the next bulletin, please contact her by 10 a.m.
Thursday.
St. John’s Prayer Circle is ready and waiting for your requests. If you know
someone in need of prayer – or if you would like to join the circle and expand
our collective voice – please call Joan Seiger at 215-257-7478 or Loretta
Thorsen at 215-679-2356.
E-mailing Prayer Concerns: For any confidential prayer concerns to give to
the Pastor - reach out to: spinnerstownprayerline@gmail.com

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Welcome in the Name of Jesus!
We pray that you will be blessed by your time here today,
and that God will fill you with grace and love every day.
Congregational Meeting – November 7 after worship.
Agenda:
 Budget
 Flood Damage
Council Meeting is this evening, October 17 at 5:00 p.m.
Vanco Online Giving – St. John's can now receive your offering
via online & mobile giving through Vanco! In addition to your
offering, you can contribute to other funds such as the Stained
Glass Window Fund and Cemetery Fund. You will also be able to
sponsor altar flowers, bulletins, the monthly Spire, as well as the seasonal
flowers such as Easter Lilies and Poinsettias!
Members who plan to use the Vanco online or mobile giving tool SHOULD
create an account in order to accurately receive credit for your offering and/or
sponsorships, etc. and to make it easier for our financial secretary to keep
track!
To use online, simply go to our website and look for the “Vanco Online
Giving” button on our homepage. Follow the instructions to create an
account.
You can also download the Vanco app at the Apple App Store or Google Play
Store. When prompted, use this code (all caps) to create an account for St.
John's: CSTDSA
Please don't hesitate to contact the office if you have any questions!

“Backpacks for Pumas” Food Drive
School is well underway and so is the “Backpacks for Pumas”
program at Pfaff Elementary, our neighbor on Sleepy Hollow
Road. St. John’s donates items for this program which supplies
food to students for whom meals are limited on the weekends.
Thus far, food for eight families is sent home each Friday. St.
John’s will hold a food drive Oct. 17-24 to provide goods for the program.
Items may be dropped off at the church during weekday office hours, Monday,
Wednesday and Thursday, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. or before or after services on
Oct. 17 and 24. The drive will culminate Sunday, Oct. 24, with the celebration
of St. John’s annual “Harvest Home.” Tables are set up under the cupboards on
the side wall of the multi-purpose room to accommodate donations.
Most needed are: cereal (large boxes or individual servings), oatmeal (packets),
granola bars/snacks (e.g., goldfish, mini packs of cookies, cheese/peanut butter
crackers), pasta, pasta sauce (plastic or cans), rice (packets, Rice a Roni),
noodles (packets, Pasta Roni), peanut butter (plastic), jelly (plastic), mac and
cheese and instant mashed potatoes (packets). Also needed before the next food
drive are canned vegetables, tuna/canned chicken and fruit. We ask that
nothing in glass containers or with expired or soon-to-be expired “sell-by”
dates be included.
Another food drive will be held in January or February depending on the need.
Thank you, in advance, for any goods you can supply. For further information
contact Randy or Becky Felten at 215-529-7436.
Miller-Keystone Blood Drive – Sure it’s the scary month
of Halloween; but you can do a bootiful thing by
donating blood! Treat yourself to the good feeling that
you may have saved a life. The blood drive is scheduled
for Friday, 22 October from 1:30 p.m. through 6:30 p.m.
Please schedule an appointment if you are contacted by one of our callers. If
you have donated previously, please make an appointment with the caller when
you are contacted. If you have not donated before, please call Bill Slotter at
215-541-9219 and let him know you are interested.

Poinsettias to decorate our sanctuary for Christmas are
now on sale! They are $7.00 each. To order, please sign
up on the sheet by the kitchen or by the front entrance to
the church, or contact the church office. Remember to
designate your poinsettias in honor or in memory of your
loved ones if you would like to do so. Payment can be in the form of cash or
check, mailed to St. John’s Lutheran Church at P.O. Box 120 Spinnerstown,
PA 18968, or brought in on Sunday morning and put in the offering plate.
Checks can be made out to St. John’s Lutheran Church. Remember to label
your payment with your name, envelope number, amount, and number of
poinsettias. If you prefer, you can use Vanco to make your payment as well!
Look for the tile labeled “Poinsettias”. Last day to order is November 28.
Coffee Hour is back! Servers and bakers needed for coffee
hour! If you can volunteer to bake and/or serve, please sign
up on the bulletin board by the kitchen or contact the office!
Thank you in advance!
Visitation with Holy Communion – Those in the Congregation who aren't
coming to worship in person, but who hunger for the Sacrament of Holy
Communion are invited to call the Church office, or email Pastor Kaegler to
schedule a visit with Holy Communion.

10/17/21
10/18/21
10/20/21

10/22/21
10/24/21
11/7/21

Dates to Remember
5:00 p.m. Council
Spire articles due!
6:30 p.m. Confirmation
6:30 p.m. Bell choir
7:30 p.m. Adult Choir
1:30 – 6:30 p.m. Blood Drive
9:00 a.m. Sunday School
9:30 a.m. Harvest Home/Communion
Congregational Meeting

Worship in the Sanctuary
We had all hoped that the pandemic would be gone by now - but ongoing
variations in the disease, combined with lower-than-anticipated vaccination
rates in the U.S. and abroad has meant that new strains of the disease are still
a factor in our assembly. For this reason the Church Council has endorsed the
following guidelines from the Worship and Music Committee. These policies
are informed by the CDC, as well as the recommendations of the Synod:
1. We will make use of alternating pews to maintain physical distance
between groups during worship.
2. The use of masks is encouraged in our Church for worship. Masks should
be worn while singing - with the exception of soloists and duets. Masks
will be provided by the Church to those who need them.
3. Balcony seating is only for parishioners who will wear their masks during
the whole service as an intentional space for members who feel most
safe when masked.
4. Worship leaders - including singers, greeters, lectors, ushers,
communion assistants, the pastor, the organist, and the choir director
must all be vaccinated OR wear proper masks when actively involved in
the service.
5. The service will be shortened to 45 minutes while in the sanctuary.
6. We will be returning to our traditional order of the service (including the
passing of the peace in the middle of the service, a return to the
Offering, as well as to Bread and Wine for Holy Communion - in the
"Continuous Communion" style).
7. We will continue to take attendance for the sake of contact tracing. We
encourage all members to contact the Church Office if they contract
Covid-19.

